
Chapter 28 Veterans Memorial 
Minutes 

March 10, 2026 
Rolland Lewis Community Center 

**27 in Attendance** 

 
1800 hours called to order with the Opening Ceremony by Commander Leneave. 

Guests Introduced: None. 
 
Officer Roll Call: All officers present except Tobin, Mathus & Pogue (7 of 10). 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Read by Gatewood; motion to approve by Johnson, 2nd by 
Tindle. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Read by S. Ward. Motion to approve by Gatewood, 2nd by Johnson. 
Motion carried.  
 
Bills Against the Chapter:  None. 
 
Sickness and Distress: Jerome:​ Out for three weeks with pneumonia; recently called in. 
​Larry Jones:​ Scheduled for heart surgery on March 19 at a hospital in North St. Louis; 

received a new four-speed wheelchair with DAV-I assistance but having difficulty with 

accessibility. 

​Mathis:​ Undergoing lung cancer surgery. 

​Commander’s Wife:​ Suffered a broken hip on her birthday, had surgery at Marion, is 

recovering, and using a walker. 

​R. Scott’s Wife:​ Diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, awaiting CT scan; issues with hospital 

scheduling. 

​Foster:​ Fell on February 16; experienced tardive dyskinesia from PTSD medication, lost 
motor control on February 19, required ER visit and received wheelchair assistance from 
another member; recovering and using a walker. 

Applications for New Members: None. 

New members: None. 

Communication: Auxiliary requesting each DAV unit donate a raffle basket ($30–$50 
value) for the department convention. Buck motion to donate $50 basket, 2nd by Dillon, 
The chapter agreed to donate a $50 basket. 
 
Committee Report: ​Upcoming DEC Meeting:​ Springfield, March 21–22. 
​District Meeting:​ Mount Vernon Elks, April 11, 10:00 am–2:00 pm. 

​​Honor Flight:​ Next flight: Participants include Rogers, Lanave, and Tyndall. 
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Patch Pickup and Medical: April 25, 9:00 am–12:00 pm. 

Members are reminded to bring medical information and medications. (Ensuring 

members have completed applications; physicals and documentation required). 
VAC of JC update by Gatewood: New Service Officer:​ Zach Burke started March 9. 
​Office Location is 716 Main St. 

​Function:​ Accredited for claims; makes home visits. 

​Employment/Benefits:​ Coordinating IMRF (Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund) 

retirement; determining if county or commission provides benefits; establishing office 

logistics. 

​Current Status:​ Office being set up, board meeting scheduled for further organization. 

​Mount Vernon Airport:​ Two wheelchairs supplied, but current ones are in poor 

condition. 

Discussion of costs: standard wheelchairs from Medicine Shoppe ($350–$400), transport 

chairs ($185–$285). 

Motion made by Gatewood, 2nd by Buck and approved to purchase two new regular 

wheelchairs (not transport type) for airport use. 

Suggestion to check local medical locker stock. 
 

Unfinished Business: Recently acquired New Van:​ consideration of dedicating it in honor 
of a veteran. ​Motion by Tindle to dedicate to Joe Burke who donated $10,000 to Chapter 
28, 2nd by Buck; motion passed. 

New Business: Request for contributions to returning Mount Vernon National Guard 

welcome dinner (April 18 Mount Vernon Elks, 5:30 pm). Legalities considered—decided 

to make a direct donation for meals. Motion by Johnson to donate $300 to pay for 

Welcome Dinner at the Elks, 2nd by Tindle. ​Approved Donation:​ $300 to the Elks for 

veterans' meals; check to be issued. Noted increased gas prices and ongoing individual 

assistance by members transporting veterans. Motion by Gatewood to provide $200 in 

gas cards for use in Marion area, 2nd by R. Smith, approved. 

Ongoing permission already exists for member Steve to purchase gas as needed for 

transport duties. 

Attempt to schedule Forget-Me-Not at Walmart on March 24–25; possible rescheduling 

needed due to conflict with the Kyle Rice event. 

Need to set-up PayPal account to register with Walmart for fundraiser. Motion by Tindle 
to set-up PayPal account, 2nd by Dillon. Motion carried. Installation of same Officers. 
 
Good of the Order: None. 

Motion to Adjourn by Nesbitt, 2nd by Nesbitt.  

Closing ceremony and adjourned at 1853 hours. 
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